
IELTS Vocabulary Exercises: Social Media 

Networks 

Overview 

These interactive exercises will help you master the vocabulary related to social media and 

digital communication for your IELTS preparation. The exercises progress in difficulty and 

focus on productive skills that will enhance your IELTS performance. 

 

Exercise 1: Guided Writing Practice - Social Media Profile 

Objective: Apply social media vocabulary in a descriptive writing context relevant to IELTS 

Task 1. 

Instructions: Write a paragraph (100-150 words) describing your social media usage. Use at 

least 6 vocabulary items from the lesson, including at least 2 collocations and 1 fixed expression. 

Task: Imagine you need to explain your social media habits to someone who is not familiar with 

modern technology. Describe which platforms you use, how you communicate through them, 

and how you balance online and offline communication. 

Need Help? Click to view a sample answer for guidance. 

Sample Answer: I primarily use three social media platforms: Facebook for keeping up with 

friends, Instagram for sharing photos, and Twitter for following news. I typically update my 

status once a week on Facebook with personal achievements or interesting experiences. I prefer 

face-to-face communication for important discussions, though I often send text messages for 

quick updates. Many people waste time scrolling endlessly through social feeds, but I try to stay 

on task by limiting my usage to specific times. Social media and productivity can go hand in 

hand if you manage your time effectively. I've found a happy medium by checking messages 

during breaks but not allowing notifications to distract me during work. 

Your Turn: Write your paragraph here. 

Model Answer: In today's digital world, I maintain profiles on several popular websites 

including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. I regularly update my status on Facebook to share 

personal news, while I tweet about current events that interest me. Through these networks, I 

easily keep in touch with friends abroad, which would be inconvenient through traditional 

communication methods. Although social media and instant messaging have transformed how 

we socialize, I value face-to-face interactions for meaningful conversations. Many colleagues 

waste time on social platforms during work hours, but I make efforts to stay on task by checking 



messages only during breaks. This happy medium helps me balance online connectivity with 

real-world productivity. Perhaps there is no perfect solution, but managing digital 

communication thoughtfully ensures it enhances rather than dominates daily life. 

Tutor Feedback: This model response demonstrates effective use of vocabulary in several 

ways: 

• Range of vocabulary: The answer incorporates various platform names (Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram), actions (update status, tweet, keep in touch), and evaluative language 

(happy medium, waste time). 

• Collocations: Notice the natural use of verb+noun combinations like "update my status," 

"check messages," and "waste time" rather than using simpler verbs. 

• Fixed expressions: The phrases "keep in touch," "stay on task," and "happy medium" 

add sophistication and show knowledge of common English expressions. 

• Academic phrases: "Perhaps there is" introduces a thoughtful reflection, demonstrating 

the type of critical thinking valued in IELTS responses. 

• Natural flow: The vocabulary isn't forced but integrated naturally into a coherent 

paragraph, making it sound authentic. 

For improvement, you could incorporate more comparative language to discuss the advantages 

and disadvantages of different communication forms, which would further demonstrate your 

vocabulary range. 

Follow-up Challenge: Expand your paragraph to compare social media usage in professional 

contexts versus personal contexts, incorporating 3 additional vocabulary items. 

 

Exercise 2: Vocabulary Application Challenge - Upgrading 

Sentences 

Objective: Transform basic sentences into more sophisticated ones using advanced vocabulary 

and collocations. 

Instructions: For each basic sentence below, rewrite it using the vocabulary items suggested in 

parentheses to create a more impressive, IELTS-worthy sentence. 

Task: 

1. Basic: People use Facebook a lot these days. (Target vocabulary: popular websites, often 

go, perhaps there is) 

2. Basic: Companies don't want workers to use social media during work. (Target 

vocabulary: block websites, stay on task, productivity) 

3. Basic: It's good to talk to people face to face sometimes. (Target vocabulary: socialize, 

face-to-face communication, convenient) 



4. Basic: Looking at your phone all the time is bad. (Target vocabulary: waste time, check 

messages, happy medium) 

Need Help? Click to view a sample for the first sentence. 

Sample Answer for #1: Popular websites like Facebook attract millions of users who often go 

online multiple times daily. Perhaps there is a psychological reason behind this increasing 

dependence on social networking. 

Your Turn: Rewrite the remaining sentences. 

Model Answers: 

1. Popular websites like Facebook attract millions of users who often go online multiple 

times daily. Perhaps there is a psychological reason behind this increasing dependence on 

social networking. 

2. Many companies block websites related to social media during work hours to ensure 

employees stay on task and maintain workplace productivity. Due to excessive online 

distractions, some businesses have implemented strict policies regarding internet usage. 

3. While social media platforms provide convenient ways to connect, many psychologists 

emphasize the importance of socializing through face-to-face communication to develop 

stronger interpersonal relationships and emotional intelligence. 

4. People who constantly check messages on their devices typically waste time that could be 

devoted to more meaningful activities; finding a happy medium between digital 

connectivity and focused attention represents a significant challenge in modern life. 

Tutor Feedback: These transformations demonstrate sophisticated vocabulary application that 

would impress IELTS examiners: 

• Sentence Structure: Notice how each basic sentence has been expanded with additional 

clauses and phrases, showcasing complex sentence formation. 

• Academic Tone: The transformed sentences use more formal vocabulary and structures 

typical of academic writing, which is valuable for IELTS Writing Task 2. 

• Collocations: Each sentence incorporates multiple collocations naturally: "popular 

websites," "stay on task," "face-to-face communication," "waste time," "happy medium." 

• Word Forms: The transformations demonstrate knowledge of different word forms from 

the same word family: "social" → "socializing," "convenient" → "convenience." 

• Cohesive Devices: Phrases like "While," "Due to," and "typically" create logical 

connections that improve cohesion. 

For even higher scores, you could incorporate more comparative language and cause-effect 

relationships, which are valued in IELTS Task 2 essays. 

Follow-up Challenge: Create your own complex sentence incorporating at least three 

vocabulary items from different categories (e.g., one platform, one communication method, and 

one fixed expression). 



 

  

 

Exercise 3: Error Correction and Improvement Task - 

Common Vocabulary Errors 

Objective: Identify and correct common vocabulary errors related to social media terminology. 

Instructions: Each sentence below contains errors in vocabulary usage. Identify the errors, 

correct them, and explain your corrections. 

Task: Find and fix the vocabulary errors in these sentences: 

1. "I often go social media to look my friend's photos." 

2. "Companies should prohibition Facebook during work hours." 

3. "Face-to-face communication is more personal than communicating by technology." 

4. "I am trustful about sharing my personal information in websites." 

5. "Social media is convenience but can make people unproductive." 

Need Help? Check the correction for the first sentence. 

Sample Correction for #1: Error: "go social media" and "look my friend's photos" Correction: 

"I often go on social media to look at my friend's photos." Explanation: We use "go on" with 

social media platforms, not just "go." Also, "look at" is the correct collocation for viewing 

photos. 

Your Turn: Correct the remaining sentences. 

Model Corrections: 

1. Error: "go social media" and "look my friend's photos" Correction: "I often go on social 

media to look at my friend's photos." Explanation: We use "go on" with social media 

platforms, not just "go." Also, "look at" is the correct collocation for viewing photos. 

2. Error: "prohibition Facebook" Correction: "Companies should block Facebook during 

work hours." Explanation: "Prohibition" is a noun, not a verb. "Block" is the correct verb 

to use when talking about restricting access to websites. 

3. Error: "communicating by technology" Correction: "Face-to-face communication is more 

personal than online communication" or "...than communication through social media." 

Explanation: "Communicating by technology" is too vague. Specifying "online 

communication" or "communication through social media" is more precise. 

4. Error: "trustful about" and "in websites" Correction: "I am distrustful about sharing my 

personal information on websites." Explanation: "Trustful" usually means "inclined to 



trust" but the context suggests skepticism, so "distrustful" is more appropriate. Also, we 

share information "on" websites, not "in" websites. 

5. Error: "convenience" and sentence structure Correction: "Social media is convenient but 

can make people unproductive." Explanation: "Convenience" is a noun, while 

"convenient" is the adjective form needed here to describe social media. 

Tutor Feedback: This error correction exercise highlights several important vocabulary issues: 

• Word Form: Many errors involve using the wrong form of a word (noun instead of 

adjective, or vice versa). Always check whether you need a noun (convenience), 

adjective (convenient), verb (convenience), or adverb (conveniently). 

• Prepositions: Social media vocabulary often requires specific prepositions: "on social 

media" (not "in"), "through Twitter" (not "by"), etc. 

• Collocations: Certain words naturally go together in English: "block websites" is correct, 

while "prohibition websites" is not natural. 

• Precision: Vague terms like "technology" are less effective than specific terms like 

"social media platforms" or "online communication." 

These distinctions may seem small, but using precise vocabulary with correct prepositions and 

collocations can significantly impact your IELTS band score. In Writing Task 1 and 2, such 

accuracy demonstrates sophisticated language control. 

Follow-up Challenge: Write a paragraph about social media usage including at least three 

corrected phrases from this exercise. 

 

Exercise 4: Personalization Activity - Social Media 

Vocabulary Journal 

Objective: Connect social media vocabulary to personal experiences to improve retention and 

usage. 

Instructions: Create a personalized vocabulary journal entry for 5-7 terms from the lesson that 

are most relevant to your life. For each term, provide: 

1. A definition in your own words 

2. A personal example of how you've experienced or observed this concept 

3. A sentence using the term in an IELTS context 

Task: Complete the vocabulary journal template below. 

Need Help? View this sample journal entry. 

Sample Journal Entry: Term: keep in touch 



• Definition: To maintain communication with someone over time 

• Personal Connection: After graduating, I've used WhatsApp to keep in touch with my 

university friends who moved to different cities. 

• IELTS Context: Many expatriate workers use video calls to keep in touch with family 

members in their home countries. 

Your Turn: Complete the journal for 5-7 more terms. 

Model Journal Entries: 

Term: face-to-face communication 

• Definition: Direct in-person interaction without electronic devices 

• Personal Connection: During team projects at work, I've noticed how face-to-face 

communication resolves misunderstandings more quickly than email threads. 

• IELTS Context: Despite technological advances, face-to-face communication remains 

essential for business negotiations where non-verbal cues significantly impact outcomes. 

Term: waste time 

• Definition: To use time unproductively or inefficiently 

• Personal Connection: I realized I waste time on Instagram when I find myself scrolling 

through photos for an hour without accomplishing anything. 

• IELTS Context: Studies suggest that employees waste time on social media for an 

average of two hours daily, significantly reducing workplace productivity. 

Term: block websites 

• Definition: To prevent access to specific internet pages 

• Personal Connection: During my exam period, I used website blocking software to avoid 

distractions from social media. 

• IELTS Context: Educational institutions frequently block websites unrelated to learning 

to help students maintain focus during class hours. 

Term: social networking 

• Definition: The process of connecting with others through online platforms 

• Personal Connection: Through social networking on LinkedIn, I secured an interview for 

my current position. 

• IELTS Context: Professional social networking has transformed recruitment processes, 

with many companies now sourcing candidates directly from online platforms. 

Term: happy medium 

• Definition: A satisfactory compromise between extremes 



• Personal Connection: I've found a happy medium by checking social media only during 

my commute and lunch break. 

• IELTS Context: Finding a happy medium between technological integration and 

traditional teaching methods remains a challenge for modern educators. 

Tutor Guidance: Your personalized vocabulary journal effectively demonstrates how to make 

these terms meaningful and memorable: 

• Personal relevance: By connecting vocabulary to your own experiences, you create 

stronger memory associations and increase retention. 

• Contextual understanding: The sample entries show understanding beyond 

definitions—they show how these terms function in real-world contexts. 

• IELTS application: Each entry includes an example relevant to common IELTS topics 

like education, work, or technology, preparing you to use these terms in exam conditions. 

• Specificity: Notice how the examples include specific details rather than vague 

statements, which is exactly what IELTS examiners look for. 

To further enhance your vocabulary journal, consider adding: 

• Related collocations for each term 

• Synonyms and antonyms where appropriate 

• Common errors to avoid with each term 

This journaling technique is particularly valuable for vocabulary that might not exist in your 

native language or that has culture-specific usage. 

Follow-up Challenge: Choose one term from your journal and expand it into a full paragraph 

that could be used in an IELTS Writing Task 2 essay. 

 
  


