
Advanced Social Media Vocabulary for IELTS Success

Theme: Digital Communication and Technology

Vocabulary Focus: Advanced collocations, phrasal verbs, idioms, and academic terminology related to 
social media
Time: 60 minutes
Level: IELTS Preparation (Band 6.5-8.0)
Word Count: 30 target items
Materials Needed: Handouts, timer, practice test examples

1. Advanced Academic Collocations (Essential for Writing Task 2)

Technology Impact Collocations

profound impact - a deep, significant effect
Example: "Social media has had a profound impact on interpersonal communication skills among
adolescents."

unprecedented access - access that has never occurred or existed before
Example: "These platforms provide unprecedented access to information, regardless of
geographical boundaries."

pervasive influence - influence that spreads widely throughout an area or group
Example: "The pervasive influence of social networking sites on youth culture cannot be
overstated."

facilitate interaction - to make interaction possible or easier
Example: "Modern technology facilitates interaction between people who might otherwise never
connect."

Society and Media Collocations

foster relationships - to encourage or promote the development of relationships
Example: "Online communities can foster relationships between like-minded individuals
worldwide."

disseminate information - to spread information widely
Example: "Social media platforms enable users to rapidly disseminate information during crisis
situations."

cultivate an online presence - to develop and maintain a visible profile online



Example: "Many professionals actively cultivate an online presence to enhance their career
prospects."

perpetuate stereotypes - to make stereotypes continue indefinitely
Example: "Certain content on social networks may inadvertently perpetuate stereotypes about
minority groups."

Privacy and Security Collocations

compromise privacy - to expose or make vulnerable one's personal information
Example: "The default settings on many platforms compromise privacy without users' informed
consent."

implement safeguards - to put protective measures into place
Example: "Tech companies must implement safeguards to protect user data from potential
breaches."

mitigate risks - to make risks less severe or serious
Example: "Digital literacy education helps mitigate risks associated with online activities."

2. Phrasal Verbs for Technology Contexts (Essential for Speaking Parts 2 & 3)

Connection Phrasal Verbs

log on/in - to access a computer system or platform by entering username and password
Example: "Many users log on to multiple social media platforms several times daily."

sign up for - to register for a service or account
Example: "The website encourages visitors to sign up for their newsletter to receive updates."

reach out to - to contact someone, especially for help or support
Example: "Businesses increasingly reach out to customers through various social channels."

cut off from - to be isolated or disconnected from
Example: "During the power outage, residents were completely cut off from their online
networks."

Content Management Phrasal Verbs

scroll through - to move through digital content by sliding it up, down, or sideways
Example: "Users often mindlessly scroll through their feeds without engaging deeply with the
content."

back up - to make a copy of digital information for safety
Example: "It's essential to back up your content before deleting accounts or changing platforms."



filter out - to remove unwanted elements
Example: "Advanced algorithms filter out potentially offensive content before it appears in users'
feeds."

opt out of - to choose not to participate in something
Example: "Privacy-conscious users may opt out of data collection practices where possible."

Online Behavior Phrasal Verbs

show off - to display proudly, often to impress others
Example: "Social media provides endless opportunities for users to show off their
accomplishments."

keep up with - to stay informed about or maintain the same level as others
Example: "Many people feel pressured to keep up with social trends displayed in their feeds."

break off - to end a relationship or connection
Example: "Some individuals break off digital connections with former friends by 'unfriending'
them."

3. Idiomatic Expressions (Critical for Natural Speaking)

Digital Communication Idioms

be/stay in the loop - to be/remain informed about something
Example: "Social media helps distant family members stay in the loop about each other's lives."

put yourself out there - to make yourself visible and available to others
Example: "Dating apps require users to put themselves out there in ways that can feel
uncomfortable."

at your fingertips - immediately accessible
Example: "Smartphones put global communication at your fingertips 24 hours a day."

Online Trends Idioms

go viral - to spread rapidly through social sharing
Example: "Marketing teams try to create content that will go viral and reach millions of potential
customers."

jump on the bandwagon - to join an activity that has become popular
Example: "Many businesses jumped on the TikTok bandwagon once they saw its marketing
potential."

a flash in the pan - something that attracts attention but doesn't last



Example: "Some social media platforms proved to be just a flash in the pan, while others have
endured."

Technology Impact Idioms

a double-edged sword - something with both positive and negative aspects
Example: "Social media is a double-edged sword, connecting people but potentially increasing
feelings of isolation."

a digital detox - a period when someone stops using digital devices
Example: "Many users periodically undertake a digital detox to improve their mental wellbeing."

fall down a rabbit hole - to become completely absorbed in something, often wasting time
Example: "It's easy to fall down a rabbit hole when browsing video content, spending hours
unintentionally."

4. Advanced Academic Vocabulary (Essential for Writing Task 2 and Higher
Speaking Bands)

Impact Assessment Terms

technological determinism - the theory that technology drives the development of social structure
and cultural values

Example: "Technological determinism suggests that innovations like social media inevitably
reshape human behavior."

digital footprint - the information about a person that exists on the internet as a result of their
online activity

Example: "Many users remain unaware of the extent of their digital footprint across various
platforms."

algorithmic bias - when an algorithm reflects or amplifies existing prejudices
Example: "Research increasingly reveals algorithmic bias in content recommendation systems."

Social Phenomena Terms

echo chamber - an environment where a person only encounters beliefs or opinions that coincide
with their own

Example: "Social media platforms can create echo chambers that reinforce existing beliefs and
limit exposure to diverse perspectives."

digital divide - the gap between demographics that have access to modern technology and those
that don't



Example: "Despite widespread adoption, the digital divide continues to exclude certain
populations from full participation."

cyberbullying - the use of electronic communication to bully a person
Example: "Educational institutions increasingly implement policies to address cyberbullying on
social platforms."

5. Contextual Practice Activities

Gap-Fill Exercise (IELTS Writing Style)

Complete the paragraph using appropriate academic collocations:

Social media platforms have had a _______ impact (profound) on how information spreads in modern 
society. While they _______ interaction (facilitate) between diverse groups, they can also _______ 
stereotypes (perpetuate) through unfiltered content. Many users fail to recognize how these technologies 
_______ their privacy (compromise), often sharing personal information without implementing adequate 
_______ (safeguards).

Paraphrasing Exercise (Essential for Reading & Writing)

Rewrite these sentences using the target vocabulary:

Original: "Social media helps people stay connected."
Advanced: "Digital platforms facilitate interaction between individuals, helping them stay in the loop 
regarding each other's lives despite geographical distances."

Original: "Companies use Facebook to advertise."
Advanced: "Businesses cultivate an online presence across various platforms to disseminate 
information about their products and services to potential customers."

6. IELTS Speaking Applications

Part 1 Response Enhancement

Question: "Do you use social media?"

Basic answer: "Yes, I use social media a lot to talk to my friends."

Enhanced answer: "Yes, I regularly log on to various platforms to keep up with friends and family. I find 
social media to be a double-edged sword though - while it helps me stay in the loop about important 
events, I sometimes need to opt out of excessive screen time and enjoy a brief digital detox."

Part 2 Topic Development (Describe a website you find useful)



Key vocabulary integration:

"This platform facilitates interaction between professionals..."

"What makes this site stand out is the unprecedented access to resources..."

"The interface puts everything at your fingertips..."

"I've been able to reach out to industry experts..."

Part 3 Discussion Extensions

Question: "What are the negative effects of social media?"

Advanced response elements:

"Social media can create echo chambers where users only encounter similar opinions..."

"The pervasive influence of these platforms on young people's self-image..."

"Despite efforts to mitigate risks, issues like cyberbullying persist..."

"Many users unknowingly fall down a rabbit hole of content consumption..."

7. Assessment and Progress Tracking

Vocabulary Production Check

Create sentences demonstrating understanding of 5 collocations

Explain the difference between similar idioms (e.g., "be in the loop" vs. "put yourself out there")

Transform basic statements into band 7+ responses using target vocabulary

Self-Study Extension Activities

Record a 2-minute response about technology using at least 8 target vocabulary items

Write a practice Task 2 essay incorporating advanced collocations

Create a personal dictionary of social media vocabulary with example sentences and collocations

8. IELTS Application Examples

Writing Task 2 Sample Excerpt

"While social media platforms facilitate interaction across geographical boundaries, they simultaneously 
contribute to creating echo chambers where users encounter only opinions that align with their existing 
beliefs. This pervasive influence of algorithmic content selection may compromise the development of 
critical thinking skills among younger users..."



Speaking Part 3 Sample Response

"I believe the relationship between social media and traditional journalism is evolving rapidly. News 
organizations have had to jump on the bandwagon of digital distribution to remain relevant. While this 
has enabled them to disseminate information more widely, it has also created pressure to publish 
quickly, sometimes before facts are verified. This represents a double-edged sword for public 
discourse..."


