
IELTS Strategic Applications: Present Simple Mastery

Introduction

The Present Simple tense is fundamental to achieving a high band score in IELTS. This supplementary 
lesson focuses on strategic applications of Present Simple specifically for IELTS success, building upon 
your foundational understanding of the tense.

IELTS Writing Task 1: Data Description Strategy

The Chart Description Framework

When describing visual information, Present Simple forms the backbone of your response:

1. Introduction Pattern:
"The graph shows/illustrates/depicts/presents [topic]."

"The chart provides information about [topic]."

"The diagram demonstrates how [process] works."

2. Overview Pattern:
"Overall, it is clear that [key trend] exists/occurs."

"In general, the data indicates/suggests that [main observation]."

"From the information provided, [subject] appears to be [observation]."

3. Detail Analysis Pattern:
"The percentage of [subject] stands at 65% in 2020."

"Canada accounts for the highest proportion at 35%."

"The process consists of five main stages."

"The figure for [subject] represents a significant proportion."

Strategic Application Tips

Avoid "ing" forms when describing what a visual element shows

Maintain reporting distance with Present Simple to sound objective

Vary your reporting verbs (shows, illustrates, indicates, represents, demonstrates, reveals)

Combine with passive voice for formal academic tone: "The data is categorized into three main
sections."

IELTS Writing Task 2: Argument Construction Strategy



Opinion Expression Framework

Present Simple allows you to express opinions and general truths with authority:

1. Position Statement Pattern:
"I believe/think/consider that [opinion]."

"Many experts argue/claim/maintain that [position]."

"This essay disagrees with the statement that [topic]."

2. Argument Development Pattern:
"Education plays a crucial role in economic development."

"Several factors contribute to this problem."

"This leads to numerous consequences for society."

"Research shows that [evidence]."

3. Counter-Argument Pattern:
"While some people claim that [opposing view], this ignores the fact that [your point]."

"Critics argue that [opposing view], but this fails to consider [your point]."

Strategic Application Tips

Establish credibility with Present Simple for factual statements

Shift between personal views ("I believe") and general truths ("Research shows")

Create clear topic sentences using Present Simple to guide your paragraphs

Balance concession statements ("While some people argue") with your position ("it is clear that")

IELTS Speaking: Fluency and Topic Development Strategy

Part 1: Personal Information Framework

For questions about habits, routines, and preferences:

1. Direct Answer + Extension Pattern:
Q: "Do you enjoy reading?"

A: "Yes, I enjoy reading immensely. I usually read for about an hour before I go to bed. I prefer
non-fiction books because they help me learn new things."

2. Frequency + Example Pattern:
"I occasionally visit museums, perhaps once every few months. The Science Museum in my city
offers excellent interactive exhibits."



"I rarely eat fast food, maybe once a month. I believe it's important to maintain a healthy diet."

Part 2: Topic Development Framework

For longer speaking turns:

1. Topic Introduction Pattern:
"I'd like to talk about a teacher who influences me greatly."

"This is a photograph that shows my family vacation."

2. Descriptive Development Pattern:
"She teaches English literature and has a passion for poetry."

"The beach stretches for miles and attracts thousands of tourists each year."

3. Reaction/Opinion Pattern:
"This place holds special significance for me because it reminds me of my childhood."

"I think this experience demonstrates how important it is to persevere."

Part 3: Abstract Discussion Framework

For more complex topics:

1. General Principle Pattern:
"Education serves multiple purposes in society."

"Technology affects our daily lives in various ways."

2. Example + Explanation Pattern:
"For instance, online platforms enable people to work remotely, which offers greater flexibility."

"Public transportation reduces traffic congestion, which benefits the environment."

3. Alternative Perspective Pattern:
"However, some people argue that traditional methods work better in certain contexts."

"While this applies to urban areas, the situation differs in rural regions."

Strategic Application Tips

Prepare versatile sentence starters that use Present Simple

Practice extending answers with because/since/as clauses

Develop topic vocabulary clusters with associated Present Simple collocations

Balance personal experience ("I think") with general observations ("Many people believe")

Common IELTS Assessment Pitfalls with Present Simple



Vocabulary Range Issues

Repetitive reporting verbs: Overusing "show" instead of varies options (illustrate, demonstrate,
indicate, suggest, reveal)

Limited stative verbs: Using only "think" instead of varying (believe, consider, feel, maintain)

Grammatical Accuracy Problems

Subject-verb agreement: "The number of students have increased" (incorrect) vs. "The number of
students has increased" (correct)

Article omission: "Graph shows increase" (incorrect) vs. "The graph shows an increase" (correct)

Inappropriate tense shifting: Mixing present simple with present continuous inappropriately

Cohesion Challenges

Insufficient signposting: Failing to use present simple with sequencing expressions (First, the water
enters the system. Then, it passes through filters.)

Abrupt transitions: Not using present simple linking verbs to connect ideas (This results in... This
leads to... This contributes to...)

Band Score Improvement Strategies

Band 5 to Band 6 Transition

Master subject-verb agreement with singular/plural and collective nouns

Correctly apply third-person singular endings consistently

Reduce errors with question formation and negatives

Band 6 to Band 7 Transition

Develop precise reporting language for visual information

Create more complex sentences combining Present Simple with perfect forms

Demonstrate control of active and passive Present Simple forms

Band 7 to Band 8+ Transition

Show sophisticated control of Present Simple for hypothetical discussions

Employ precise academic collocations with Present Simple

Demonstrate nuanced use of adverbs with Present Simple for qualifying statements

IELTS Quick-Reference Formulas



Writing Task 1 Essential Patterns

Introduction: "This graph shows/illustrates [what] over/during [time period]."

Overview: "Overall, it is clear that [key trend]."

Key feature: "The most striking feature is that [observation]."

Comparison: "X accounts for a higher percentage than Y."

Writing Task 2 Essential Patterns

Introduction: "This essay discusses both sides of this issue and gives my opinion."

Topic sentence: "The main advantage is that [point]."

Example: "For instance, research shows that [example]."

Conclusion: "In conclusion, I believe that [opinion]."

Speaking Parts 1-3 Essential Patterns

Direct answer: "Yes, I enjoy/like/love [topic] because it helps/allows me to [benefit]."

Extension: "I usually do this [frequency]. For example, I visit/read/watch [specific example]."

Opinion: "I think/believe this is [opinion] because it has/provides/offers [reason]."

Speculation: "It depends on several factors. For example, some people prefer [alternative]."

Self-Assessment Checklist

Before your IELTS test, verify that you can confidently:

 Use Present Simple to describe what visuals show (Writing Task 1)
 Express general truths and facts accurately (Writing Task 2)
 Discuss habits and routines with appropriate frequency adverbs (Speaking)
 Apply third-person singular forms correctly and consistently
 Shift appropriately between active and passive forms
 Form questions and negatives without grammatical errors
 Use appropriate stative verbs (believe, consider, own, etc.)
 Employ a range of reporting verbs for describing data
 Balance Present Simple with other tenses appropriately
 Use fixed expressions and collocations with Present Simple correctly

Practice Implementation Strategy

1. Analyze model answers: Identify all Present Simple verbs and their functions

2. Transform exercises: Change third-person statements to first-person and vice versa



3. Topic vocabulary building: Create subject-specific verb collocations for common IELTS topics

4. Timed writing practice: Complete targeted 5-minute description tasks using only Present Simple

5. Speaking drills: Practice 60-second responses to common questions using Present Simple
frameworks


