
Social Media Networks: IELTS Strategic Lesson
Duration: 60 minutes

Level: Pre-IELTS

Focus: IELTS Reading strategies and techniques

1. IELTS Reading Test Overview (10 minutes)

Test Format Briefing

60 minutes to answer 40 questions

3 reading passages (increasing difficulty)

No extra time for transferring answers

Texts come from journals, newspapers, magazines, books

No specialist knowledge required

Topics often include: technology, society, environment, science

Question Types for Social Media Texts

Social media topics commonly appear in IELTS Reading and typically feature these question formats:

True/False/Not Given - Testing your ability to identify stated and implied information

Multiple Choice - Often focused on writer's opinions about social media

Matching Headings - Requiring you to understand paragraph main ideas

Completion Tasks - Testing vocabulary knowledge in context

IELTS Band Score Requirements

To achieve Band 6 (common university requirement):

Answer approximately 23-26 out of 40 questions correctly

Demonstrate ability to identify main ideas and details

Show understanding of implied meanings

Follow argument development

2. Pre-Reading Strategy: Topic Prediction (10 minutes)



IELTS Technique: Strategic Prediction

Before reading any IELTS passage, spend 1-2 minutes predicting content:

1. Title Analysis: Break down title components
Example: "Social Media Networks: Taking Time for Friends"

Key components: social media + time management + relationships

2. Paragraph Skimming: Read first/last sentences only
First sentence often contains paragraph main idea

Last sentence often contains conclusion or transition

3. Question Scanning: Look at questions before reading
Identify question types to set reading purpose

Note key terms to search for while reading

Application: Social Media Text Prediction

For a social media text, predict:

Positive vs. negative perspective

Personal vs. professional context

Key issues likely to be discussed:
Work productivity

Personal relationships

Communication quality

Time management

3. Reading Efficiency Strategies (15 minutes)

IELTS Technique: Targeted Reading

Unlike general reading, IELTS reading requires strategic approach:

1. Purpose-Driven Reading:
Read with specific questions in mind

Avoid reading everything with equal attention

Focus on sections relevant to questions

2. Speed Reading Techniques:
Use finger/pencil as guide to increase speed



Read in phrases rather than individual words

Practice timed reading (aim for 3-4 minutes per passage)

3. Paragraph Mapping:
Identify topic sentence (usually first sentence)

Note key supporting details

Mark transition words (however, furthermore, in contrast)

Application: Social Media Text Navigation

For the sample text "Social Media Networks":

Paragraph 1: Introduction to social media convenience vs. face-to-face

Paragraph 2: Workplace implications and finding balance

Strategic reading path: Skim paragraph 1 → Detailed reading of paragraph 2 (workplace focus) →
Return to specific details in paragraph 1 as needed

4. Question-Type Strategies (15 minutes)

IELTS Technique: True/False/Not Given Mastery

Most challenging question type for many candidates:

1. Key Differences:
TRUE = Statement matches information in text

FALSE = Statement contradicts information in text

NOT GIVEN = Information not included in text

2. Common Traps:
Partially true statements (must be completely true)

Using outside knowledge (must rely only on text)

Confusing implied information with not given

3. Social Media Example:
Statement: "Companies always block social media websites."

Text: "Some companies block popular websites."

Answer: FALSE (text states "some" not "all" companies)

IELTS Technique: Multiple Choice Strategy

Approach for social media topics:



1. Elimination Process:
Cross out obviously incorrect options

Watch for distractors (statements that sound logical but aren't in text)

2. Word Matching Caution:
Don't select based on matching words alone

Look for synonyms and paraphrases

3. Social Media Example:
Question: Why do people use Instagram according to the text?

Answer process: Locate mention of Instagram → Identify reason → Match to option

5. Vocabulary Challenges (10 minutes)

IELTS Technique: Contextual Meaning

Social media texts often use familiar words in specific contexts:

1. Technology Terms in Context:
"Block" - prevent access (not physical obstruction)

"Follow" - subscribe to updates (not physically follow)

"Profile" - online presence (not a side view)

2. Dealing with Unknown Words:
Context clues strategy (look at surrounding sentences)

Word formation analysis (prefixes, suffixes, roots)

Synonym substitution technique

3. Collocation Awareness:
"Keep in touch" vs. "stay in touch"

"Face-to-face communication" vs. "in-person communication"

"On task" vs. "on track"

6. Test Practice and Reflection (10 minutes)

IELTS Technique: Answer Review

Final 5 minutes of IELTS Reading should be spent reviewing:

1. Answer Checking Protocol:
Verify all questions are answered (no penalty for wrong answers)



Double-check spelling in completion tasks

Review difficult questions with remaining time

2. Transfer Strategy:
Practice transferring answers accurately to answer sheet

Check question numbers match answer positions

Ensure answer format matches requirements (letters, words, numbers)

Self-Assessment Questions:

Which question types do you find most challenging?

What reading speed techniques worked best for you?

How confident are you in identifying True/False/Not Given?

What vocabulary strategies helped most with unknown words?

Strategic Homework Tasks

IELTS-Focused Practice:

1. Timed Reading: Complete 2 social media-related reading passages with strict 20-minute timer per
passage

2. Question Analysis: Categorize questions by type and difficulty level

3. Vocabulary Building: Create word family charts for social media vocabulary
(noun/verb/adjective/adverb forms)

Strategy Implementation:

1. Prediction Practice: Write prediction notes for 3 different IELTS reading titles before reading the
passages

2. Self-Timing: Record time taken for different sections of the reading test

3. Error Analysis: Keep a log of incorrect answers and identify patterns in mistakes

Quick Reference: IELTS Reading Strategies for Social Media Topics



Question Type Strategy Common Pitfalls

True/False/Not Given Compare statement exactly to text Using outside knowledge

Multiple Choice Eliminate obviously wrong answers first Selecting based on matching words only

Matching Headings Focus on main idea, not details Choosing based on a single detail

Completion Tasks Check word limits and grammar Ignoring word form requirements

Remember: The IELTS Reading test assesses your ability to understand the text, not your opinion on 
social media or your personal experiences with it. Always base your answers solely on what is stated or 
implied in the passage.


